Interpreting WWW Monitoring statistics
WWW Quantitative Monitoring statistics are calculated during four monitoring periods each year: 1-15 January, 1-15 April, 1-15 July and 1-15 October. The October period is called the “Annual Global Monitoring” and is the one we use for time series of statistics. The January period includes Antarctic summer, and so is used for reporting the effectiveness of Antarctic stations.

Statistics are calculated by counting the number of observations included in messages  passing through participating RTHs on the GTS.

Things to bear in mind:

· Statistics only include stations in the RBSN/RBCN

· SYNOP percentages are measured against the RBSN requirement of 00Z, 06Z, 12Z and 18Z. (60 reports in the 15 day period)

· TEMP percentages are measured against the RBSN requirement of 00Z, 12Z (30 reports in the 15 day period)

· CLIMAT messages are measured against the RBCN requirement of one report a month (one report in the 15 day period).

Occasionally, some of the centres include “NIL” messages in their count. We normally pick this up when preparing the data, but not always.

It takes some time for the RBSN/RBCN and Vol A lists to be updated, so the monitoring statistics can allocate stations to the wrong location, name or even country because changes are not included in our control files by the time we capture the reports (such as for South Sudan).

Only reports that are nominally valid at the RBSN hours are counted. So, for example, a station that reports TEMPs at 01Z and 13Z each day will be recorded as “silent” in the statistics. Likewise, where a country has declared in Vol A that a station is only reporting at a sub-set of times, the monitoring statistics are still compared with the full RBSN requirement.

